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Dear Neighbor,
Thank you for helping us start this year off on the best foot possible. Your
generosity ensured countless neighbors had access to nourishing food
over the holidays and into the new year.
Now, as we move toward spring, All Faiths Food Bank’s focus turns to our
community’s children. Tens of thousands of kids who live in Sarasota and
DeSoto counties rely on school meals for a source of consistent nutrition.
With the end of the school year only a few months away, I urge you to join
our annual Campaign Against Summer Hunger in preparation to meet the
increased demand for healthy food during the summer.
Starting April 1st, we can come together to ensure kids who depend on
school meal programs have enough food to eat during June, July and
August. Please join us for the Campaign Against Summer Hunger!
When school ends, hunger begins. And summer break doesn’t feel like
much of a break at all.
In the meantime, please enjoy in this issue of Food for Thought stories from
Yulonda and Tabitha, two community members who are incredibly grateful
for your support.
You share hope with Yulonda, Tabitha, and so many more of our neighbors
with your generosity. I am so grateful for everything you have done and
will do for our community in 2022.

Yulonda is
Grateful for
Your Help

17 million
meals
distributed

36% increase in
meals distributed
compared to 2019
44% new
community
members
served
734
monthly food
distributions

You’re a big help to
Yulonda’s family.

Y

ulonda has a full-time job as a
scheduling coordinator at a hospital.
But, like many Sarasota and DeSoto
residents, she’s finding the increased
cost of living difficult to keep up with.

“The price of things is going up
rapidly,” she says. “Rent, utilities and
other things life throws your way... it
becomes challenging.”
Yulonda was so relieved to have found
out about All Faiths Food Bank from
a hospital patient. Now she visits a

mobile pantry at the Van Wezel to pick
up fresh food for her family of five.
The vegetables, fruit, meat and dairy
she gets there is a real blessing.
Because of this All Faiths Food Bank
resource, the money she would

“[I’m] so glad I heard
about this wonderful
organization.”
			

– YULONDA

39,221
volunteer hours

Sandra Frank, JD
Chief Executive Officer

Join the Campaign Against Summer Hunger Kickoﬀ

Walk to End Summer Hunger

Sunday, March 27 at 8 AM
Nathan Benderson Park, Sarasota

Register at
allfaithsfoodbank.org

“[I’m] so glad I heard about this
wonderful organization,” Yulonda says
gratefully. “It’s a big help.”
Thanks to your incredible generosity,
our neighbors at risk of missing meals
have access to nourishing food. Thank
you for all you do.

Wendy Makes Every Neighbor Feel Important

F

With sincere gratitude,

otherwise spend on food at the
grocery store can go toward bills and
other unforeseen expenses that would
prevent her family from making ends
meet each month.

or 45 years, Wendy worked as a
respiratory therapist. She’s retired
now but began serving her neighbors
as an All Faiths Food Bank mobile pantry
volunteer at Emma E. Booker Elementary
School about three years ago.

MCC Church of the Trinity, volunteer
together as a group of about 15 people.
One special thing about Wendy is that she
knows almost all the community members
who visit by name. If she doesn’t, she
makes sure to strike up a conversation
to form a personal connection.

The desire to help people comes from her
mom. When her parents divorced, Wendy
saw how hard her mother worked to
take care of her and her sisters. Every day
Wendy comes in to volunteer is a day to
help meet the needs of others.

“It’s important to talk to everyone
because they matter,” Wendy says.
“When you look into their eyes and see
their soul, you feel good.”

Wendy’s favorite experiences
volunteering are on the 1st and 3rd
Tuesday of each month. That’s when
she and several members of her church,

Thank you to Wendy and all of our
volunteers who ensure our neighbors
who need healthy food are truly seen
and deeply cared for.
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You Help
Tabitha
Feed Her
Siblings
W

hile her mom undergoes chemo
treatment, Tabitha has taken
on the great responsibility of caring
for her three younger siblings. She’s
a real inspiration — extremely caring
and selfless.
Before COVID, Tabitha worked as
a receptionist at a hospital where
she helped with outpatient services.
Unfortunately, she was laid off
during the pandemic, and, with three
children to provide for now, she’s
under a lot of pressure to provide
the nutritious food her siblings need
to thrive.

“[Pantry visits are] like
treat time.”
			

– TABITHA

Tabitha’s siblings are grateful for you!

“Growing kids eat a lot,” she says.
Thankfully, Tabitha heard about All
Faiths Food Bank’s school pantry at
Gocio Elementary. There, she can pick
up fresh produce, dairy and snacks for
her siblings to get her family through
the week, and the younger kids really
look forward to the pantry visit.

Create a Lasting Legacy
Help end hunger by including All Faiths Food Bank in
your estate plans and becoming part of the Ending Hunger
Society. To learn more, please contact Rachel Bradley
at 941-549-8140 or rbradley@allfaithsfoodbank.org

“It’s like treat time,” she shares.
“Especially when [we] get snacks [we]
can’t buy now.”
Thank you for supporting neighbors
like Tabitha and her family. You are
helping make our community in
Sarasota and DeSoto counties an even
better place to live.

8171 Blaikie Court
Sarasota FL 34240
941-379-6333
allfaithsfoodbank.org

Connect with us online:

